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Guided Math Instruction



Why Guided Math?

Strategic Plan 2018-2023

● Student Learning
○ Goal #1- Differentiate instruction with a focus on rigor and relevance to foster student growth

● Student Well-Being
○ Goal #3- Build positive, personal connections and relationships among staff and students
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Why Guided Math?

January 2018- Board of Education took action to realign our classrooms with the 
focus on the goal to reduce class sizes in grades K-8 

➢ Essential factor: relationships with children in our schools 

➢ Benefit children academically and social-emotionally

Elementary West leadership including teachers, specialists, and administration 
began brainstorming ideas to ensure we were committed to meeting these 
objectives set forth by the Board of Education.
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Guided math instruction is a method of teaching in which teachers assess their 
students formally or informally, and then group them according to their proficiencies 
at a given skill.  The groups  are homogeneous, yet fluid, as individual students’ 
levels of understanding change.

Teachers are able to work with small groups that are determined specifically by 
students’ achievement levels and needs.

Teachers can scaffold learning for all students to help them reach a higher level of 
understanding.

Laney Sammons, 2010

What is Guided Math?
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Guided Math Framework
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Guided Math: The Opening
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Guided Math: Work Sessions
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Guided Math: Closing
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What our teachers have to say:

● “Students learn much better in small group than they do in whole group.”
● “Inattentive students are more focused in small guided math groups.”
● “Students enjoy rotating through the math stations each day, and they are more engaged in 

learning.”
● “This model promotes student autonomy, responsibility, etc.”
● “Guided math is a great time to utilize the Learning Continuum to differentiate for our kiddos!”
● “I really know my students’ math ability MUCH better than when I taught my lessons whole 

group.  Students are more comfortable sharing in a small group setting and are more willing 
to take risks.  I am able to catch mistakes right away, which eliminates students practicing 
math incorrectly.”

Guided Math in Action
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What our students have to say:

● “I learn much better in small group than with the whole class.”
● “I feel more focused in small guided math groups.”
● “I like that we get different math centers every week because it would be 

boring if we had the same math centers every week.”
● “I like working in groups because it is funner than sitting there and having 

your teacher tell you the math page and then waiting for everyone to 
finish.”

● “I like the math menu because we have choices.”
● “What I like about math is that we do XtraMath first because it warms up 

my math skills for the hard lessons that I learn at the table with my 
teacher.”

● “I like that my teacher makes it fun and hard.”
● “I like how my teacher does groups because first she lets us practice, and 

then we do the real work!!!”

Guided Math in Action
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Student Growth Goals
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Student Growth Goals
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Student Growth Goals
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FY19 = Guided Math Implementation
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“Our students flourish because we are able to instruct them at their level. The students love the games, the technology, and 
the attention that they receive during guided math.” 

“As a classroom teacher I feel extremely supported by our math specialist and our paraprofessionals. Our students' growth 
is in great part due to them.”           

“The students were more excited about math because they were working at their level. The students (learning math in 
Spanish) developed more understanding because they were able to process the math they were hearing in Spanish. This 
lead to more meaningingful conversations in Spanish and more successful moments for students. Small group instruction 
boosted their confidence.” -

“Small group instruction is powerful.  It is very beneficial for the students because they are better able to stay on task and 
attend.  I have noticed increased participation by students who normally don’t raise their hand in a whole group setting. 
Guided Math creates an equal opportunity for all to participate.”

Guided Math Final Thoughts From Our Staff
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